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Conclusions: The relationship between paramedics and local falls services has changed the pre-
hospital management of these patients. Generally, access to a falls-specific care package has 
proved beneficial in supporting independence and reducing unnecessary transport to hospital. 
Further research into the uptake of this care pathway by paramedics now it is more established 
may be useful, as would research into barriers to adherence of the elderly to such an 
intervention.  
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Conclusions:  Incidence of emergency calls were reduced during the pandemic compared with 
2019. There was a rise in incidence of OHCA and OHCA deaths during the same period; however, 
these changes appear transient. Further research is required to understand patient behaviour 
towards seeking help during the pandemic and the long-term consequences of not doing so. 
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abstract 

 
 
Conclusion: We found five types of programs/interventions which all demonstrated a decrease in 
ED visits or hospitalization. However, most studies were observational and few assessed patient 
safety. Many identified programs focused on increased primary care for patients, and 
interventions addressing acute care issues, such as community paramedics, deserve more study. 
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Click here to access fulltext- SWASFT Athens required (register here).  Click here to access free 
abstract 

 
Conclusion: Ultrasound use in the prehospital setting for trauma is feasible and demonstrates 
potential. However, the evidence in the medical literature mainly consists of prospective 
observational studies of physicians utilizing ultrasound for trauma in a HEMS setting. Further 
scientific research must be undertaken to firmly establish the role of prehospital ultrasound in 
trauma management by all types of EMS providers. 
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Popp, L.M., et al. (2021). Prehospital Cross-Sectional Study of Drowning Patients Across the United 
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Click here to access fulltext (open access as of 29/07/2021) 
 
Conclusions: This national prehospital drowning study demonstrated that despite an 18% fatality 
rate in drowning encounters, patients were more likely to have return of spontaneous circulation 
when compared to the overall prehospital national average, with rates higher in pediatric patients. 
Future studies with outcomes data should focus on identifying factors that improve 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation success rates. 
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